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I would like to introduce the newest addition to the  
Washington County SWCD, our DJI Mavic Air 2! Our drone 
will aid us in the creation of maps of local farms during 
construction projects as well as stormwater management 
and conservation projects. But we are just scratching the 
surface of how drones can be used in agriculture. Many  
aspects of life have changed due to technology as it is  
always advancing to make our lives easier,  
especially in the world of agriculture. In just the past 100 years,  
tractors have changed drastically to make it easier for 
farmers to get more work done in a shorter amount of time 
with less manpower; the same can be said about drones.

Currently, drones contribute over $32b worth of services 
to farmers worldwide. Drones allow farmers to reduce the 
man hours that are required per hectare, decrease fuel use, 
and produce higher yields. There is a wide variety of drones 
available as well as attachments and software that can  
allow for farmers to do a multitude of things with one fly 
over. Agricultural drone technology has been improving over 
the past few years and more farmers are beginning to see 
the benefits. Farmers are able to customize drones based 
on their needs, wants and budget to create a machine 
that can make their jobs easier. From simple tasks such as  
creating maps that allow you to see exactly how much land 
you have to grow to the nearest centimeter to using thermal 
imaging to find problematic spots within your growing crops.

Ways Drones have Benefited Agriculture 
1.  Precision Agriculture: The use of drones to apply  

fertilizers and pesticides limits and reduces the  
environmental impact of the farm. Drones allow for less 
ground compaction, spraying in locations that otherwise 
wouldn’t be able to be sprayed due to location. Drones can 
allow for farmers to streamline their operation and track crop
progression, manage nutrient input and make important 
decisions.

2.  Irrigation Problems: Drones can be flown over crop 
fields to allow farmers to spot any problematic areas based 
on how well the crops are growing. This allows for a farmer 

to fly a drone and collect data that can be looked at over 
the years instead of walking or driving through fields that 
takes more time and fuel away from the farmer and doesn’t  
provide the same long-term data. 

3.  Surveying Land: Drones can be used to collect data 
that creates maps of fields and analyze crop lifestyle and 
cropland distribution. This data can allow a farmer to fully 
understand exactly how much of their land is in production, 
the crops they are producing and what they should do in the 
following years. 

4.  Monitoring Livestock:  Instead of the traditional ways 
of farmers going to check on their herds by foot, horseback 
or the use of a vehicle, drones allow farmers to stay in a 
central location and see what needs to be seen. They can 
quickly find injured or missing livestock or monitor pregnant  
animals with the ability to quickly get to that location as  
needed which could save the lives of animals and minimize 
losses. 

Drones allow for farmers to make decisions based 
on real-time data which will maximize land and other  
resources as well as increasing profit. The ability to  
inspect larger areas in less time and gather information never  
before possible and create maps that can be used for 
many years. Drones are also a safer option for mapping  
difficult areas such as uneven or expansive fields that could 
be hazardous on foot, as well as creating more accurate 
data and imagery that provides a higher rate of accuracy 
and resolution that could not be seen by the human eye.  
Technology is always changing and advancing to  
improve our lives and agriculture is a big industry where 
technology can allow for businesses to be more profitable, 
efficient, safer, and even environmentally friendly. █

Drones: The Future of Agriculture
By Lyndsy Hilder, District Technician
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to a higher incidence of accidents. 
John Adler then gave a thorough and 
comprehensive overview of how the 
actual saw tooth on the chain cuts 
the wood fibers, by breaking down 
the various parts of the saw tooth and 
what functions the individual parts 
perform to create a chip of wood. 
John then went into detail about how 
to properly sharpen the saw and how 
it relates to performance and safety. 

The group broke for lunch then 
headed out into the woods to 
reinforce the techniques they learned 
the previous day and to learn how 
to release the tension from a spring 
pole in a safe manner. By learning 
proper technique, stored energy can 
be dissipated from a spring pole 
with minimal amount of exposure to 
a potentially dangerous interaction 
between tree and man.

All the trainees felt they learned 
a great deal in a very short period 
of time and were looking forward to 
going home and practicing the newly 

233 Route 22A
Middle Granville, NY 12849
518-642-1610
518-642-3571 Fax
john@digandcut.com

Page 3

learned techniques. Many asked about 
the potential of the two organizations 
sponsoring training for the higher skill 
levels. Due to the amount of positive 
feedback from all involved ASA and 
Washington County SWCD will look 
into hosting more of these trainings 
on a regular basis. Game of Logging 
training scheduled for October 19, 
2013. Check SWCD website for 
details later in the year. n

coached in how to properly do a bore 
cut on the stump of the previously 
felled tree. Much discussion went 
into how the physics of the cutting 
technique, combined with the force 
of the tree itself, make this method a 
much safer way of cutting and felling 
trees. 

In the afternoon each participant 
went through the process of evaluating 
the tree they were to cut and creating 
a plan for the cut. They were then 
graded on this plan, how well it was 
executed, the safe handling of the 
saw and the accuracy of the line of fall 
in regards to a previously placed pin. 
As each person went through their 
practice cut the trainers were right 
there with them to give guidance on 
safety and technique.

The level two session held on the 
second day consisted of David Birdsall 
giving an overview of saw maintenance 
and how it affects not only saw 
performance and production, but how 
poor maintenance practices can lead 

game of Logging training Comes to greenwich, ny
(continued from page 1)
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2022 Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) Signup

Signup for the 2022 Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) 
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) will end on March 15, 2022.  
The ARC-PLC program began in 2019 and runs through 
2023, with signup each year. Many producers chose an 
option for all 5 years when they signed up. Each year by 
March 15th, producers have the option to change the  
program you enrolled in. Whether or not ARC-PLC  
payments will be earned depends upon the National  
average market price for the crop and the yield of the crop. 
The following examples are for corn.

Price Loss Coverage (PLC) – PLC payments look at 
prices of the crop and nothing else.  If the National average 
market price for the crop is less than the reference price, 
payments will be earned. For corn the 2022 reference price 
is $3.70 per bushel.  If the National average market price 
of corn (calculated from September 1, 2022- – August 31, 
2023 is less than $3.70 per bushel then payments will be 
earned. In 2019 the final National market price for corn was 
$3.56 per bushel. The payment rate for a farm enrolled in 
PLC was $0.14 per acre. ($3.70-$3.56=0.14)

A farm with a 50 acre corn base and a yield of 100  
bushels per acre would have received a payment calculated 
as follows:
50 acres x .85 = 42.5 acres for payment x 100 bu/acre x .14 
= $595

If the final corn price was over $3.70 there would not be 
a payment. In 2020 the National market price for corn was 
$4.53 per bushel, so no PLC payments were earned. In 2021 
the National market price for corn is projected to be $5.45 
per bushel. Currently corn prices are in the $6.00 per bushel 
range. However, no one knows what the average price will 
be from September 1, 2022 -August 31, 2023.

Agricultural Risk Coverage – County (ARC-CO) –  
ARC-CO looks at revenue for the crop, which is calculated 
using the National average market price, just like PLC, and 
the crop yield for the county. In order to earn a payment in 
ARC-CO, the actual crop revenue has to be less than the 
guarantee. An example from 2020 for Washington County 
corn is shown below:

2020 guarantee for corn = 138.57 bu/acre (Washington 
County average yield) x $3.70 per bushel x .86= $440.93 
per acre.  In order to receive a payment, the actual  
revenue must be less than the guarantee. The actual  
revenue is calculated by multiplying the National  
average market price for corn x the average county yield that  
farmers report to crop insurance companies.  In 2020  
Washington County farmers reported an average yield 
of 167.62 bu/acre. Notice that this yield was much  
higher than the 138.57 bu average.  167.62 bu/acre average 
yield x $4.53 /bu National average price = $759.32 per acre  

revenue.  Since $759.32 is greater than the $440.93 per acre 
guarantee, no payments were earned for farms enrolled in 
ARC-CO. If the county average yield had been 80 bu per 
acre instead of 167.62, then payments of $78.53 per acre 
would have been earned.  (80 bu/acre x $4.53 national price 
= $362.40 per acre revenue. $440.93 guarantee - $362.40 
per acre revenue = $78.53/acre.

Agricultural Risk Coverage – Individual (ARC-IC) – 
The 3rd option producers have is ARC-IC. This option 
is very similar to ARC-CO, except we use producer’s  
actual yields to calculate the guarantee and revenue instead 
of using county average yields. If payments are earned under  
ARC-IC they are calculated using a factor of 65% instead 
of 85% that is used for ARC-CO. Producers who enroll 
in ARC-IC must have good records of their actual and  
historic yields for each farm they enroll in ARC-IC. Yields 
must be reported each year. This may be a good choice for  
producers who keep accurate yield records for each farm 
they grow crops on. The same National price is used for all 
3 programs. 

The challenge with making a decision is that NO ONE 
can predict what 2022 yields and prices will be. You are  
signing up before the crop is even planted.  All you can 
do is choose the program that you feel is best for you and 
then we will wait and see what 2022 yields and prices do to  
calculate whether payments will be earned.  We will not 
know if payments will be earned until October of 2023.

Please contact Keisha Timms or Dave Holck at the  
Greenwich FSA Office at 518-692-9940 ( extension 2) if you 
have any questions.  Everyone with a base should enroll 
in the program. There is no cost to sign up, you just don’t 
know whether or not you will get payments or not.█

Farm Service Agency Report 
By David Holck, County Executive Director

Washington/Warren/Saratoga Counties
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nRCs-ny Releases newly updated nutrient 
Management Practice standard

by Bill Keating, NRCS

applications of manure are listed on 
page 5 of the Standard.

The Standards Committee thanks 
all who helped with the NRCS-NY 
590 Standard both during the last 
year and, more importantly, over the 
last 15 years. The on-going applied 
research, crop nutrient guidelines, risk 
assessments, training, planning, and 
on-farm implementation of the NRCS-
NY 590 Standard represent a long-
standing, dedicated effort to manage 
nutrients efficiently for natural resource 
conservation and farm viability. n

The newly updated practice standard 
590 was released this month. There is 
an overview of the changes made from 
the previous April 2007 Standard that I 
thought some would find interesting. I 
am including all the general discussion 
but only two of the specific change 
highlights to keep from getting too 
wordy. Please feel free to call us if you 
may have any questions -

The NRCS-NY Standards Committee 
has finalized the NRCS Nutrient 
Management Conservation Practice 
Standard for New York – Code 590 
(formal release notice: http://efotg.
sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/
NY/ny_nhcp_notice_145.pdf).

The January 2013 NRCS-NY 590 
Standard is based on much of the 
language and framework set by the 
January 2012 National 590. The new 
NRCS-NY 590 also maintains the many 
solid concepts from the last NRCS-NY 
590 Standard (April 2007), includes 
input from stakeholders over the last 
year, and adds clarification in several 
areas for implementation in New York 
State. As required, it meets or exceeds 
the criteria set in the January 2012 
National 590 Standard. 

To download: 

To access the NRCS-NY 590 
Standard (January 2013), visit Section 
4 of the Field Office Technical Guide 
for New York State (http://efotg.
sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/
NY/nyps590.pdf). 

Highlights: 

Please read the entire January 
2013 NRCS-NY 590 Standard, as the 
following summary is not a substitute 
for the requirements of the standard. 
The highlights identify major updates, 
but not all of the changes or details 
relative to April 2007 NRCS-NY 590.

Highlights

1. The core technical aspects in the 
April 2007 NRCS-NY 590 were carried 
forward to the new Standard because 
they remain effective and continue to 
be supported by Land Grant University 
research (e.g., assessing and planning 
each field with the Cornell University 
Guidelines, NY Phosphorus Runoff 
Index, NY Nitrate Leaching Index, etc.).  
These same technical standards used 
in NYS generally have and continue 
to exceed the National standards in 
terms of nutrient efficiency and risk 
reduction.

2. Limits on mechanical nutrient 
applications during frozen, snow 
covered, and/or saturated conditions 
have been further clarified. In addition 
to the core elements of the Standard, 
requirements to further identify low 
risk areas and increase management 
intensity of mechanical applications of 
nutrients during frozen, snow covered, 
and/or saturated conditions have been 
detailed. Specific low risk scenarios 
and management requirements for (A) 
fertilizer applications, (B) frost injection/
incorporation of manure (C) surface
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Ag Plastics Baler Initial delivery & training $50 / Subsequent use – free of charge

GIS-produced map (multiple data layers) 25.00 

DEC Permits District General Permit for CT Stream 75.00
 and Wetland Disturbance

DyDo & Company
Incorporated
pond constructIon & rehabIlItatIon
earthmovIng - clearIng - excavatIng
cranes
44 route 30
dorset, vt 05251
telephone: 802-362-1328     Fax: 802-362-6180
Web sIte: dydoponds.com
e-maIl: dydoco@comcast.net
     noel DyDo

TECHNICAL SERVICES AVAILABLE FROM WASHINGTON COUNTY SWCD

 Initial consultation & general recommendations 35.00/hour

DEC Mining Plans Mined Land & Reclamation Plans For municipalities only (no charge)

US Army Corps Wetland Impact Review Prior to project approval 100.00

Initial consultation by phone No Charge

Onsite technical assistance 35.00/hour
Detailed Technical Assistance, 
including drainage layout

Critical area seeding 50.00/acre

Erosion & Sediment Control Plans 35.00/hour;  150.00 minimum

Erosion & Sediment Control Review 150 flat fee

Interpretation of natural resource information Explanation of soils, maps, etc. 15.00 flat fee

Pond management assistance Field visits for weed or other existing 35.00
 pond issues

New Pond Sites – Maps and Field Visit Preliminary site evaluation 75.00
        --------------------
Optional Pond Site Layout Surveying work, including staking,  35.00 per staff hour
 layout, contractor consultation

Soil Group Worksheet for Ag Assessment $25.00/parcel

No-Till Seeder Rental $15.00 per acre + $50.00 delivery charge   (additional $2.00/mile outside the County)

EQUIPMENT RENTALS
Sunflower No-Till Drill $50 delivery & setup fee + $15/acre

Haybuster No-Till Drill $50 delivery & setup fee + $15/acre

Updates can be found on our website:

washingtoncountyswcd.org

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS  
ON TIMES & LOCATIONS OF EVENTS

washingtoncountyswcd.org

See Insert  
for Tree Order  
Form
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Be on the lookout for our annual tree and shrub  
order form as there are some exciting new species on the 
list for the 2022 season. We have chosen to expand the  
selection this year to add more fruit and nut bearing trees, 
new hardwoods and conifers that we have never offered  
before as well as a larger variety of wildflower seed  
packets. This year’s tree order form is full of trees, shrubs and  
wildflowers that will not only create a beautiful landscape 
but be beneficial to the native wildlife of Washington  
County! 

The White Spruce is a large, long- 
living tree that can grow to be 100 
feet tall and produces whitish-green  
needles which makes it a versatile 
tree that can be used as a wind break, 
a Christmas tree or simply a beautiful 
addition to your backyard. The White 
Spruce provides shelter and nesting 
sites and serves as a food source for 
a variety of wildlife. This is a beautiful 
multi-use conifer tree that would make 
a wonderful addition to your backyard. 

The Sawtooth Oak is a low 
maintenance tree that starts  
producing acorns at a younger a 
ge than most oak species which 
serves as an important source of 
food in late summer and throughout 
Autumn for wildlife. Not only is this 
species beneficial to wildlife, but it is 
suitable for urban planting as it can 
be successfully grown in areas where 
poor drainage, compacted soil, and/
or drought are common. Introducing 
a Sawtooth Oak to your backyard will not only give you a 
great shade tree but will allow you to view the native wildlife. 

The Tulip Poplar, also known 
as the Tulip Tree is a fast-  
growing tree that  
produces beautiful flowers  
resembling tulips. These bright 
yellow and orange flowers are 
an excellent food source for  
hummingbirds as well and  
other native birds and mammals. 
The addition of a Tulip Poplar 
would introduce vibrant colors to 
your backyard not only from the  
flowers in spring, but the vibrant 
yellow color it produces in the fall.  

Wild edible flowers can  
offer a variety of nutrients and 
contributes vibrant color to your 
dishes due to their diversity. 
There is a wide variety of plants 
in nature that are edible and 
this Incredible Edible Wildflower 
and Herb Mix will allow you to 
safely begin your education on  

learning to correctly identify edible species. This mix of 12 
annuals and perennials will provide a garden of beautiful 
wildflowers and herbs that will create a food source for you 
and native wildlife for years to come! 

Wildflowers are a beautiful 
sight in nature as they provide 
vibrant colors and aromas and 
attract a variety of pollinators 
that are delightful to observe. 
The Cut flower/Fragrant Wild
flower Mix is a combination 
of 20 beautiful annual and  
perennial wildflower species 
that will produce beautiful bouquets of long-lasting bloom. 
This mixture is quick to grow and produces a pollinator 
friendly area that will continue to grow and flourish right in 
your backyard! 

As an update for this year there are some species that 
will be available in bundles of 50 plants, but these will be 
limited to 2 units per customer. There will also be a limit 
of 100 seedlings of one species per customer as there is  
limited supply and we want to ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to purchase different varieties of trees, shrubs 
and wildflowers. Our tree and shrub sale is on a first come 
first serve basis so make sure you get your orders in soon! 
█

2022 Annual Tree and Shrub Sale
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CAFO Waste Storage and Transfer System Program - 
Round 3

Chambers Valley Farms, Inc.
By Amber Luke, District Technician

Chambers Valley Farms recently completed the 
 implementation of a 2,625,500-gallon concrete manure 
storage. Washington County Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) helped to facilitate the implementation of 
the concrete manure storage by working closely with the 
farm through the Agricultural Environmental Management 
(AEM) program to help the farm identify resource concerns 
on the farm. This project was partially funded through a 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) Waste 
Storage and Transfer System Program (WSTSP) Grant  
obtained by Washington County SWCD on behalf of  
Chambers Valley Farms. The goal of this project was to 
provide Chambers Valley Farms with the proper amount of 
manure storage capacity to allow for the farm to spread 
manure on fields when it is ideal for nutrient uptake. The 
manure storage will help to prevent excess nutrients from 
entering nearby surface waters.  

Chambers Valley Farms already has one manure  
storage (Slurry Store) that is working as intended but  
working with their CAFO planner the need for more  
capacity was identified. Contractors broke ground on 
this project in the spring with the excavation of a prior  
existing gravel pit. This helped to reduce the amount of  
excavation needed but if you remember the summer of 
2021 was very wet. During the month of July, it rained  
nearly every day making construction at the site very  
difficult. The floor of the manure storage was poured in 
June 2021 and then we had to wait over 1 month to pour 
the first part of the wall mainly due to the amount of rain 
that we kept getting. The main part of the manure stor-
age was poured in 4 concrete pours, 1 floor pour, and 3 

wall pours. There was also a poured concrete pump pad 
and a poured concrete stacking pad with curbs. The  
stacking pad was planned to allow the farm to stack 
more solid  manure in order to let the liquid run out of 
it into the manure storage. The farm will pump manure out 
of the manure storage to be spread. 

Stormwater infrastructure was put in place in  
order  to help allow for the longevity of the manure storage.  
Diversions were created to help minimize excess  
water from flowing around the manure storage, a  
subsurface drain was put in, and a few rock lined outlets 
were put in place where the water was directed over the 
bank. After the manure storage was built and the walls all  
backfilled staff members from Washington County SWCD  
Hydroseeded disturbed areas in the fall of 2021. Installation 
of exclusion fence, a max fill marker, and warning signs 
were also installed to make this project complete. 

Completing projects like this entail working  
closely with the farm, planners, contractors, and  
engineers during the planning process all the way to 
implementation ofthe project. This relationship allows  
all parties  involved to make sure the project works well 
with the farms management and is structurally sound. 
If you would like more information on Conservation  
Systems, AEM, or other programs the Washing-
ton County SWCD has to offer, please contact us at  
518-692-9940 ext. 5 or email amber.luke@ny.nacdnet.net █

Manure storage at very early stages of excavation
Manure storage construction midway through the 
project

Completed manure storage
Contractors flooded the manure storage floor with 
water to prevent concrete from curing too fast.
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Everybody makes plans, every 
day in some way, from the smallest  
decisions (should I buy that lottery  
ticket?) to big ones (when will I get this Ag  
Non-Point Source Grant Completed?). 
Let’s take a look at completing the
grant, I believe there is a better chance 
of getting that done than winning the  
lottery.

You worked with the District on a 
conservation plan, perhaps NRCS or 
a private planner was also involved, 
did all the paperwork to apply, jumped 
through all the necessary hoops and 
after a long wait, got approved for 
your project.  So, you did the hard 
part, right?  All that planning should 
pay off now, implementing the project 
should be the easy part, what could 
possibly go wrong?  After 24 years of  
employment with the Soil and Water 
Conservation District, I’ve seen a few 
things that can throw a wrench in the 
best laid plans for implementing that 
grant project.  Let’s take a look at a 
few:

•The Bid Process:  All NYS Ag  
Non-Point Source Grants are required 
to go through the bid process.  Three 
bids from contractors are usually  
required for the grant.  How does  
collecting bids mess with your 
well laid out plans to complete this 
project? Ask a few questions, who is 
responsible for getting them?  
Is it going to be yourself (the  
landowner), the SWCD, the Engineer?  
We have seen many farms take the bid  
process on without establishing  
timelines for submissions, this can  
delay a project from starting by a 
month or several months.  Too often 
there is a lack of consistency in the bids  
collected.  For example, some bids 
might include concrete work, while 
others did not.  We must compare 
apples-to-apples.  Sometimes the 
number of bids is lacking the required  
number.  Mostly the time it takes to 
collect bids from contractors is too 
long to keep the project on time.  This 
is where the District and/or the Project 
Engineer can really help you with this 
process.

•Communication:  Oh Boy!  This 
is the big one.  When I was younger, 
there was a band called 10cc whose 
lyric goes “communication is the  
problem to the answer.”  This still holds 
true today.  You made it through the bid 
process, you selected your contractor,
you have a plan to proceed with 
implementation.  What could go wrong?  
When it comes to communication, a 
lot.  You think with the technology we 
have at our disposal “talking” would 
be the least likely monkey-wrench to 
be thrown into the works.  You, the  
landowner and decision maker, the 
contractor, the engineer and the 
SWCD personnel all have to be on the 
same page to move this project along.  
Well, the contractor was supposed 
to start the 10th, he’s not here.  Was 
it June 10th or July 10th?  Well, the 
farm was supposed to give us a down  
payment, that didn’t happen.  
Just a few examples of lack of 
communication. There are many more, 
but you understand that long delays in 
implementation can happen when all 
the parties involved aren’t talking to 
each other.  I’ve seen some projects 
delayed for months due to this.  Some 
had to be suspended over the winter 
months, waiting to start up again in the 
Spring could seem to take forever.  A 
phone call, a text, an email is all it takes 
sometimes to iron out a problem or  
delay.  Just like the bid process, 
I know we are all busy, a farm is  
always busy, contractors are juggling  
between jobs, there are not enough  
engineers, but let’s all do a better job of  
communicating. It will be one less 
glitch to deal with.

•Paperwork: All the paperwork!   
Paperwork is one of those hoops 
we all jump through to get this grant 
to the finish line.  A well laid out plan  
throughout the grant process to keep the  
paperwork up-to-date can greatly  
reduce the headaches and delays of 
completing the project.  It takes time, 
include this in your best laid plan.

•Unforeseen Circumstances – Yikes:  
Plan for a worst-case scenario.  Case in 
point, 2021, did the rain affect anyone 

who tried to plan just about anything 
this year?  Drier weather was going 
to roll in at some point, right?  Well, it  
never did.  I can tell you a project on 
my own place was seriously delayed  
because of the excessive rain and 
is now delayed to be completed 
in the Spring.  You can’t plan for  
something like unpredictable  
weather, but you should try to plan out 
a worst-case scenario.  Here is where  
communication comes back 
into play.  Weather is just one  
circumstance, but when it comes to 
implementing these projects in the  
calendar year, it’s the big one.  Try to 
start your project early with realistic 
goals throughout the construction.  
Have a finish date well before cold 
weather becomes a factor.  This year, 
we went from rainy weather to extreme 
cold weather in an instant.  Worst case 
for any of us trying to finish up a project.

These are just some examples and 
experiences to show that even the 
best laid out plans can get derailed.  
Grant projects that aren’t well planned 
out can stress your time, energy,  
finances and become a bad  
experience.  Grant projects that have 
been well planned out and are finished 
on time usually are ones that have 
followed the plan.  The farm is  
aggressive in the implementation 
phase, was timely with their bids, 
had extremely good communication 
with all parties involved and planned 
enough time to overcome unforeseen 
circumstances.

The 2022 construction season is 
coming up.  How are your best laid 
plans coming? █

The Best Laid Plans….
By Bob Kalbfliesh, District Technician
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Have you “herd”…..after 42 years with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (formerly the Soil  
Conservation Service up to 1994),  Bill is headed out to the back 40 pasture to crack a few cold ones and pick off a few 
woodchucks. Bill spent the majority of his career in Washington County after moving away from the orchards and dairies 
of Niagara County.  Bill’s technical expertise in surveying and designing conservation practices will be missed. 

We wish Bill a Long and Happy Retirement – you will be missed!█

Congratulations to Bill Keating – 
Happy Retirement
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