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Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), U.S. Department of Agriculture, is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Saying farewell to our retiring Member-at-Large and  
Chairman of the Board for 35 years John Rieger and saying 
hello, welcome aboard to Sherri Slater our new Member-at-
Large appointment.

John Reiger has served on the Washington County Soil 
and Water Conservation District Board for a total of 38 
years. His dedication to this task has been extraordinary 
and far reaching. John has helped to pioneer programs,  
facilitate creation of watershed organizations, support 
natural resources conservation and economic development  
within the county all the way to an international scale 
through his involvement of the Greater Adirondack RC&D 
of which the Districts were a driving force. John supported  
efforts to improve farmland through Best Management 
Practices and installed many conservation practices on 
his own farm. The District cannot thank you enough for the  
countless hours you have served over the years. We will miss 
his respectful guidance and sage wisdom at our meetings but  
realize that he will always be just down the road apiece and 
still interested in what we are doing. John, we hope you  
enjoy your well-deserved retirement time with Millie and the 
grandkids.

Sherri Slater is joining us as her “retirement” gig after 
teaching the Environmental Conservation class for many 
years at the Southern Adirondack BOCES program in  
Hudson Falls. Sherri comes to us with a wonderful  
knowledge of forestry conservation practices and  
places high value on conservation education. Teams from 
her BOCES class have participated successfully in the  
local Envirothon events. Sherri is no stranger to  
agriculture either, having grown up on a dairy farm in Salem, 
NY. We look forward to helping her learn the ropes of SWCD  
programs and becoming an active member of our Board of  
Directors. Sherri will bring fresh ideas and insight from a 
different perspective which will help the District to continue 
moving forward in a positive direction. Thank you, Sherri for 
being willing to serve on our Board of Directors. █

Aloha greetings for the winter

Sherri Slater

John Rieger
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Over the past two years the Washington County Soil and Water Conservation District has been hard at work  
implementing a variety of projects through the Agriculture Environmental Management Program (AEM). The AEM program 
is a voluntary 5-Tiered program that helps farmers make cost effective decisions while meeting goals of the farm and  
protecting natural resources. SWCD staff members work closely with farms to work through the 5-Tiered program all 
the way through inventorying current benchmark conditions through implementation of Best Management Practices and 
Evaluation of how those practices are working. Recently the State added a cost-share line of funding to the Tier 4 Imple-
mentation Phase of the program creating a pot of funds that the Soil and Water Conservation Districts could use to help 
implement smaller projects on farms that have worked through Tiers 1 - 3.

Over the past 2 years SWCD staff have worked to implement Soil Health Systems and a Petroleum and Oil Products 
Storage System on four different farms. Three farms implemented Soil Heath Systems which involved the farms planting 
a variety of cover crops on numerous acres of farmland. Over the past two years SWCD was able to facilitate the planting 
of 395 acres of cover crops. The Cover Crop BMP has a purpose of reducing erosion due to wind or water, maintain or 
increase organic matter, reducing water quality degradation by allowing plants to utilize more soil nutrients, suppress weed 
pressure, improve soil moisture, and minimize compaction. Improving the overall health of the soil in farm fields leading to a 
reduction of leaching and runoff of excess nutrients, improved water quality and the potential for improved yields. The last 
farm implemented a Petroleum and Oil Products Storage System, including the best management practice of an On-Farm 
Secondary Containment Facility designed to store and provide secondary containment of oil products used on a farm. 
This BMP’s purpose was to help the farm prevent the contamination of surface and groundwater from on farm oil product 
storage facility leaks and spills and protect downstream drinking water sources from contamination.

The current AEM program runs on a two-year cycle which means all projects selected for funding need to be able to 
be completed within that two-year cycle. If you are interested in conservation or participating in the AEM program, feel free 
to reach out to the Washington County Soil and Water Conservation District. Staff will be able to assist you in going over 
the AEM program and how to get started with conservation planning on your farm. Please contact amber.luke@ny.nacdnet.
net. █

Agriculture Environmental Management
By Amber Luke, District Technician

Rye Cover Crop planted on a corn field On-Farm Secondary Containment Facility

Triticale Cover Crop planted on a corn field
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to a higher incidence of accidents. 
John Adler then gave a thorough and 
comprehensive overview of how the 
actual saw tooth on the chain cuts 
the wood fibers, by breaking down 
the various parts of the saw tooth and 
what functions the individual parts 
perform to create a chip of wood. 
John then went into detail about how 
to properly sharpen the saw and how 
it relates to performance and safety. 

The group broke for lunch then 
headed out into the woods to 
reinforce the techniques they learned 
the previous day and to learn how 
to release the tension from a spring 
pole in a safe manner. By learning 
proper technique, stored energy can 
be dissipated from a spring pole 
with minimal amount of exposure to 
a potentially dangerous interaction 
between tree and man.

All the trainees felt they learned 
a great deal in a very short period 
of time and were looking forward to 
going home and practicing the newly 

233 Route 22A
Middle Granville, NY 12849
518-642-1610
518-642-3571 Fax
john@digandcut.com
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learned techniques. Many asked about 
the potential of the two organizations 
sponsoring training for the higher skill 
levels. Due to the amount of positive 
feedback from all involved ASA and 
Washington County SWCD will look 
into hosting more of these trainings 
on a regular basis. Game of Logging 
training scheduled for October 19, 
2013. Check SWCD website for 
details later in the year. n

coached in how to properly do a bore 
cut on the stump of the previously 
felled tree. Much discussion went 
into how the physics of the cutting 
technique, combined with the force 
of the tree itself, make this method a 
much safer way of cutting and felling 
trees. 

In the afternoon each participant 
went through the process of evaluating 
the tree they were to cut and creating 
a plan for the cut. They were then 
graded on this plan, how well it was 
executed, the safe handling of the 
saw and the accuracy of the line of fall 
in regards to a previously placed pin. 
As each person went through their 
practice cut the trainers were right 
there with them to give guidance on 
safety and technique.

The level two session held on the 
second day consisted of David Birdsall 
giving an overview of saw maintenance 
and how it affects not only saw 
performance and production, but how 
poor maintenance practices can lead 

game of Logging training Comes to greenwich, ny
(continued from page 1)
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nRCs-ny Releases newly updated nutrient 
Management Practice standard

by Bill Keating, NRCS

applications of manure are listed on 
page 5 of the Standard.

The Standards Committee thanks 
all who helped with the NRCS-NY 
590 Standard both during the last 
year and, more importantly, over the 
last 15 years. The on-going applied 
research, crop nutrient guidelines, risk 
assessments, training, planning, and 
on-farm implementation of the NRCS-
NY 590 Standard represent a long-
standing, dedicated effort to manage 
nutrients efficiently for natural resource 
conservation and farm viability. n

The newly updated practice standard 
590 was released this month. There is 
an overview of the changes made from 
the previous April 2007 Standard that I 
thought some would find interesting. I 
am including all the general discussion 
but only two of the specific change 
highlights to keep from getting too 
wordy. Please feel free to call us if you 
may have any questions -

The NRCS-NY Standards Committee 
has finalized the NRCS Nutrient 
Management Conservation Practice 
Standard for New York – Code 590 
(formal release notice: http://efotg.
sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/
NY/ny_nhcp_notice_145.pdf).

The January 2013 NRCS-NY 590 
Standard is based on much of the 
language and framework set by the 
January 2012 National 590. The new 
NRCS-NY 590 also maintains the many 
solid concepts from the last NRCS-NY 
590 Standard (April 2007), includes 
input from stakeholders over the last 
year, and adds clarification in several 
areas for implementation in New York 
State. As required, it meets or exceeds 
the criteria set in the January 2012 
National 590 Standard. 

To download: 

To access the NRCS-NY 590 
Standard (January 2013), visit Section 
4 of the Field Office Technical Guide 
for New York State (http://efotg.
sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/
NY/nyps590.pdf). 

Highlights: 

Please read the entire January 
2013 NRCS-NY 590 Standard, as the 
following summary is not a substitute 
for the requirements of the standard. 
The highlights identify major updates, 
but not all of the changes or details 
relative to April 2007 NRCS-NY 590.

Highlights

1. The core technical aspects in the 
April 2007 NRCS-NY 590 were carried 
forward to the new Standard because 
they remain effective and continue to 
be supported by Land Grant University 
research (e.g., assessing and planning 
each field with the Cornell University 
Guidelines, NY Phosphorus Runoff 
Index, NY Nitrate Leaching Index, etc.).  
These same technical standards used 
in NYS generally have and continue 
to exceed the National standards in 
terms of nutrient efficiency and risk 
reduction.

2. Limits on mechanical nutrient 
applications during frozen, snow 
covered, and/or saturated conditions 
have been further clarified. In addition 
to the core elements of the Standard, 
requirements to further identify low 
risk areas and increase management 
intensity of mechanical applications of 
nutrients during frozen, snow covered, 
and/or saturated conditions have been 
detailed. Specific low risk scenarios 
and management requirements for (A) 
fertilizer applications, (B) frost injection/
incorporation of manure (C) surface

1135 State Rt. 29, Greenwich, NY 12834
(518) 692-9611 FAX (518) 692-2210

Since 1966
www.capitaltractorinc.com

www.kingsburyprinting.com

Design Print Finishing Large Format

LOCATED AT 
632 County Line Road
Queensbury, NY 12804

P: 518-747-6606 

Delivery now available

Scott Michel
152 Hoag Rd, Valley Falls, NY 12185
518-753-9931(H) or 518-269-2222(C)
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Ag Plastics Baler Initial delivery & training $50 / Subsequent use – free of charge

GIS-produced map (multiple data layers) 25.00 

DEC Permits District General Permit for CT Stream 75.00
 and Wetland Disturbance

DyDo & Company
Incorporated
pond constructIon & rehabIlItatIon
earthmovIng - clearIng - excavatIng
cranes
44 route 30
dorset, vt 05251
telephone: 802-362-1328     Fax: 802-362-6180
Web sIte: dydoponds.com
e-maIl: dydoco@comcast.net
     noel DyDo

TECHNICAL SERVICES AVAILABLE FROM WASHINGTON COUNTY SWCD

 Initial consultation & general recommendations 35.00/hour

DEC Mining Plans Mined Land & Reclamation Plans For municipalities only (no charge)

US Army Corps Wetland Impact Review Prior to project approval 100.00

Initial consultation by phone No Charge

Onsite technical assistance 35.00/hour
Detailed Technical Assistance, 
including drainage layout

Critical area seeding 50.00/acre

Erosion & Sediment Control Plans 35.00/hour;  150.00 minimum

Erosion & Sediment Control Review 150 flat fee

Interpretation of natural resource information Explanation of soils, maps, etc. 15.00 flat fee

Pond management assistance Field visits for weed or other existing 35.00
 pond issues

New Pond Sites – Maps and Field Visit Preliminary site evaluation 75.00
        --------------------
Optional Pond Site Layout Surveying work, including staking,  35.00 per staff hour
 layout, contractor consultation

Soil Group Worksheet for Ag Assessment $25.00/parcel

No-Till Seeder Rental $15.00 per acre + $50.00 delivery charge   (additional $2.00/mile outside the County)

EQUIPMENT RENTALS
Sunflower No-Till Drill $50 delivery & setup fee + $15/acre

Haybuster No-Till Drill $50 delivery & setup fee + $15/acre

Updates can be found on our website:

washingtoncountyswcd.org

to a higher incidence of accidents. 
John Adler then gave a thorough and 
comprehensive overview of how the 
actual saw tooth on the chain cuts 
the wood fibers, by breaking down 
the various parts of the saw tooth and 
what functions the individual parts 
perform to create a chip of wood. 
John then went into detail about how 
to properly sharpen the saw and how 
it relates to performance and safety. 

The group broke for lunch then 
headed out into the woods to 
reinforce the techniques they learned 
the previous day and to learn how 
to release the tension from a spring 
pole in a safe manner. By learning 
proper technique, stored energy can 
be dissipated from a spring pole 
with minimal amount of exposure to 
a potentially dangerous interaction 
between tree and man.

All the trainees felt they learned 
a great deal in a very short period 
of time and were looking forward to 
going home and practicing the newly 

233 Route 22A
Middle Granville, NY 12849
518-642-1610
518-642-3571 Fax
john@digandcut.com

Page 3

learned techniques. Many asked about 
the potential of the two organizations 
sponsoring training for the higher skill 
levels. Due to the amount of positive 
feedback from all involved ASA and 
Washington County SWCD will look 
into hosting more of these trainings 
on a regular basis. Game of Logging 
training scheduled for October 19, 
2013. Check SWCD website for 
details later in the year. n

coached in how to properly do a bore 
cut on the stump of the previously 
felled tree. Much discussion went 
into how the physics of the cutting 
technique, combined with the force 
of the tree itself, make this method a 
much safer way of cutting and felling 
trees. 

In the afternoon each participant 
went through the process of evaluating 
the tree they were to cut and creating 
a plan for the cut. They were then 
graded on this plan, how well it was 
executed, the safe handling of the 
saw and the accuracy of the line of fall 
in regards to a previously placed pin. 
As each person went through their 
practice cut the trainers were right 
there with them to give guidance on 
safety and technique.

The level two session held on the 
second day consisted of David Birdsall 
giving an overview of saw maintenance 
and how it affects not only saw 
performance and production, but how 
poor maintenance practices can lead 

game of Logging training Comes to greenwich, ny
(continued from page 1)

WEL-DUN, Inc.
Water Treatment

384 Dunbar Road
Cambridge, NY 12816
518-677-8717
Fax: 518.677.1510

Pager: 888-677-3306
email: watermedic@aol.com

Timothy J. Jansen                 Cell: 518-791-1111
www.wel-dun.com
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Hi, my name is Korey Evarts. I am the new District Technician Intern here 
at Washington County Soil and Water. I will be working here while I am on 
summer and winter break from college. During high school, I attended SAEC 
BOCES for Environmental Conservation and Forestry where I discovered a 
HUGE interest in becoming an environmental steward. I competed at the 
New York State FFA convention where I placed 1st in the forestry competition  
individually and team. The team and I then went to represent New York at the 
National FFA convention in Indianapolis. I am now currently a Junior at SUNY 
Cobleskill. I am majoring in Environmental Management (BT) and minoring in 
Precision Agriculture. In between classes, I serve as the Vice President of the 
SUNY Cobleskill Woodsmen Club. My favorite events are underhand chop, 
standing block chop, stock saw and pole climb. I love anything to do with soil, 
crops and the forest. Lately, my classes have been geared towards improving 
soil health and crop yield. I have learned a lot about this in my Precision Ag 
classes. For those who don’t know, Precision Ag is the use of technology 
to gather data to decrease inputs and increase outputs. A good example of 
this would be variable rate planting and section control. Based on the soil  
composition of a field, you will be able to control your seed population. This 
will increase your yield by planting the correct amount of seed population 
that the soil properties can handle. Sometimes more is not always better.  
Section control allows the planter to plant multiple rates at the same time when 
for instance, you are planting on the border of different soil properties. Also,  
overlaps and gaps will be reduced so that way you will not be overplanting in 
an area. I look forward to working with you! █
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Attention!!! Washington County Schools
Saratoga Regional Envirothon

By Amber Luke, District Technician

The Saratoga Regional Envirothon is a one-day competition for high school students in grades 9 -12 in Fulton, Sarato-
ga, and Washington Counties. This competition tests student’s knowledge in five categories of environmental sciences. 
These categories include aquatic ecology, forestry, soils, wildlife, and a current environmental issue. Teams comprised of 
five students work together to answer multiple choice questions at each station. The students must also present an oral 
presentation on the current Environmental issue topic. The 2024 Envirothon Current Issue will be Renewable Energy for a 
Sustainable Future. The Envirothon competition is a great way to boost students’ interest in the environmental sciences as 
well as teach them valuable skills to take with them into the future. Through this competition students will learn valuable 
skills such as public speaking and effective teamwork while learning how they can be involved in protecting our natural 
resources.

The Regional event is usually held on the first Wednesday in May with a registration deadline in the end of March. This is 
a good time to start thinking about getting your teams together and getting signed up, so you are ready for the competition. 
The winner from each county will earn a chance to participate in the New York State Envirothon Competition on May 22 & 
23, 2024 at SUNY Cortland, Cortland, NY.

If you have a student who is interested in this event or are interested in becoming involved in this event as a competing 
school or as a sponsor, please contact the Washington County SWCD office to sign up or for more information. You can 
find study guides for the competition at www.nysenvirothon.net. For more information, please contact amber.luke@ny.na-
cdnet.net. █
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Farm Service Agency Report

By Tina Williams, County Executive Director

Washington/Warren/Saratoga Counties

Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) – On Nov. 16, 2023, President Biden signed into 
law H.R. 6363, the Further Continuing Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Pub. L. 118-22), which extended the 
Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (Pub. L. 115-334), more commonly known as the 2018 Farm Bill, through September 
30, 2024. This extension allows authorized programs, including ARC and PLC, to continue operating.

2024 Elections and Enrollment   

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide crop-by-crop protection, or 
ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although election changes for 2024 are optional, producers must 
enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm it will continue for 2024 
unless an election change is made.    

If producers do not submit their election revision by the March 15, 2024, deadline, their election remains the same as 
their 2023 election for commodities on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share 
interest in the cropland.     

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, 
mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, 
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.    

Crop Insurance Considerations   

ARC and PLC are part of a broader USDA safety net that also includes crop insurance and marketing assistance loans.   

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for some crop insurance 
products.   

Producers on farms with a PLC election can purchase Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved 
Insurance Provider; however, producers on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres 
for that crop on that farm.   

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election.  Producers may add ECO  
regardless of the farm program election.  

The Deadline to enroll in the ARC/PLC Program is March 15, 2024, please stop in the office to enroll asap! █

Completed Project
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Minimizing Soil Compaction – 
A Quick Reminder
By Robert Kalbfliesh, District Technician

As everyone gears up for the spring field work and tries to navigate the unpredictable weather keep in mind the effect 

soil compaction can have on crop yields. Is it going to be a wet spring? That’s the million-dollar question. Compacted soils 

can cut crop yields by as much as 50% due to reduced aeration, increased resistance to root penetration, poor internal 

drainage, and limited availability of plant nutrients. Modern agricultural practices such as larger operations and equipment 

have made soil compaction more common. This problem is increasing for several reasons. Earlier planting, larger equip-

ment, increase use of duals or flotation tires are encouraging field operations on wetter soils. Remember only wet soil can 

be compacted. Wheel traffic is the major cause of soil compaction. We are trying to work fields when they are wet, but how 

do we minimize the damage to the soil?

Here are some quick reminders for minimizing soil compaction:

· Avoid working the fields when the soil is wet.

· Properly balance tractor with weights.

· Avoid using over-sized equipment.

· Limit vehicle loads.

· Manage vehicle traffic.

· Add organic materials to help build soil structure and increase soil strength.

· Rotate crops.

· Use conventional tillage to remove compaction in plow layer.

The absolute best way to minimize soil completion is to give that field some time to dry out. Remember only wet soil 

can be compacted, and when you’re looking at a 50% reduction in yield it certainly is worth waiting even half a day for 

that field to dry out. █

Soil Compaction
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Ideal Dairy Vegetated Treatment Area 
AgNPS Round 25 Funding

By Corrina Aldrich, District Manager

Ideal Dairy had a previously designed total collection system for both the low flow and high flow silage leachate from 
their feeding complex. This system directed this effluent into the liquid waste storage to augment the needed liquids to 
efficiently operate the sand separation system to recapture sand for reuse as bedding material.

However, after experiencing a couple of very wet years and adding surface area to their feed storage areas they 
experienced a marked decrease in the storage capacity of their manure storage systems and decided that they needed 
more flexibility in management of the high flow effluent from the feed storage system. The decision was made to install an 
improved Silage Leachate Control and Treatment System by adding a 1.75-acre Vegetated Treatment Area and options 
for pumping the high flow leachate to either the VTA or the manure storages. Funding was secured through AgNPS Round 
25, and the project was completed in the summer of 2023. This has given Ideal Dairy more flexibility in how they manage 
the high flow effluent from their feeding area and also to properly follow their Nutrient Management Plan by not having lost 
capacity in the waste storages during times of continually wet weather. The increased flexibility in managing both the silage 
effluent and nutrient management is working very well for the farm. █
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